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Webmaster 

Steve Kelley 

443-371-3030 

skelley@gottogotravel.net 

 

Sunshine Lady 

Peg Long 

410-569-8539 

peglong3@gmail.com 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

     Phyllis Cherry     410-747-1209 
     Ray Raeke          410- 676-6055 
     Ron Hill              410-569-0106 

    Tom Young        410- 653-3108 

    Skip Panowitz    410-638-6446 

 

Deadline for submitting 

Newsletter photos, articles, 

etc., is the 20th of each 

month. 

 
 

Due to the Corona Virus quarantine, please keep in 

mind that events listed below may be cancelled or 

postponed. 

 

 

Thunderbird Bird Breakfast in Bel Air, 
Apr 16, 9:30 AM, Greek Village Diner, 129 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air, MD 21214 

 

Romancing the Chrome 
Saturday, April 25, Rain Date May 2 

Jarrett’s Field – 3791 Norrisville Road, Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

Car Online Pre-registration is $15 by Apr 8,  
Car Registration at Gate 8:00-10:00AM, $20, Spectators are FREE  

Romancing the Chrome is a Classic Car Show and Flea Market event. The show benefits the 

Jarrettsville Lions Club and Bel Air Corvette Club. If you plan to attend, please notify Dan 

Denham, garagex4@yahoo.com or call 410-592-2030. MATC Attendees will meet at the 7-11 

parking lot at Rts 165 & 23 at 9:00 AM, caravan to the show field and park our T-Birds as a 

group.  

 

 

Thunderbird Appreciation Day 
Sunday, May 17, 11:00 AM 

Brunch @ John Wright Restaurant, Wrightsville PA. 

RSVP to Lynn Horn by May 17, at lynnhorn704@gmail.com .  

MATC is supporting the promotional day at the John Wright Restaurant. 
 

 

 

2020 Officer Election Results 
President: Steve and Cathy Kelley 

Secretary: Lynn Horn 

Board of Directors: Phyllis Cherry 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Earl Zastrow 

 
 

   Probably cancelled.  Watch for emails.     
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Due to the Corona Virus, some social events listed below may be canceled 

or postponed.   We will keep you updated with emails. 
 

  2020 TENTATIVE EVENTS CALENDAR 
Official MATC/ITC activities are marked with *** and printed in bold. Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of Thunderbirds. Other events such 

as “AACA” events adhere to the 25 year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event. 

Date Event Sponsor Location Details 
Saturday 

April 25,  ??? 
Rain D. May 2 

Romancing the Chrome 
 

 
Jarrett’s Field  

3719 Norrisville Rd., 
Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

10AM – 4 PM 

www.facebook/romancingthechrome
.com  

Thu to Sun 
May 14 - 17 

30
th

 Cruisin O.C. 
(Rods,Customs,Classics 1976 -older) 

 Ocean City Md 
https://www.specialeventpro.com/cru

isin-ocean-city  

Sunday 
May 17 

Thunderbird Appreciation Day ITC 
John Wright House 

Restaurant 

Wrightsville, Pa 
www.johnwrightrestaurant.com 

Fri to Sun 
Jun 5 - 7 

All Ford Nationals 
With 65th Thunderbird Celebration 

Carlisle 
Carlisle Fairgrounds 

Carlisle, PA 

http://www.carlisleevents.com/carlisle-
events/carlisle-ford-

nationals/default.aspx  

Sat  June 13 
9 AM – 2:30 PM 

Bel Air United Methodist Church 
Car Show 

 
21 Linwood Avenue 
Bel Air, MD 21014 

www.belairumc.org  

July 5 
Sun 

Potluck Social hosted by 
Dan & Zoeanne Denham 

MATC Hydes, MD garagex4@yahoo.com  

Jul 31 - Aug 2 
Fri to Sun 

Das Awkscht Fescht  
Macungie Memorial Park 

Macungie, PA 
See website for registration. 

http://awkscht.com/  

Sunday 
Sept  

Potluck Social hosted by 
 John and Phyllis Cherry 

MATC 
Cascade, MD 

(near Thurmont) 
 

Sep 17 – 20 
International Thunderbird 

Convention 
ITC 

Double Tree Hotel 
Detroit, Michigan 

Sponsor: Water Wonderland TBird Club 

http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/ 

Oct 7 - 11 AACA Eastern Fall Hershey AACA Hershey, PA http://hersheyaaca.org/fallmeet.html  

Oct 8 – 11 
Thu to Sun 

Endless Summer Cruisin  Ocean City MD 
https://ococean.com/events/endles

s-summer-cruisin2020 

Oct 17 
Sat 

Rockville Antique and Classic 
Auto Show 

8:30a – 3:30p 
MATC 

Rockville Civic Center Pk 
603 Edmonston Drive 
Rockville  MD 20851 

https://10times.com/rockville-
antique-and-classic-car-show 

Oct 23 - 25 
Ocean Grove New Jersey 

Weekend w/ NJTA and LVTC 
NJTA 

Ocean Grove, NJ 
Contac Cathy Kelley for 

more info 
Watch for Emails 

Nov – Jan 1
st

 
Fri, Sat, Sun 

Koziars Christmas Village MATC 
782 Christmas Village 

Rd. Bernville, PA 19506 

https://www.koziarschristmasvillag
e.com/home/  

Dec 5 Weekend in Gettysburg MATC  
Steve is checking motels and 

activities in Gettysburg 
Sunday 

December 6 
1:00 pm 

Annual Christmas Party 
 

MATC 

 

Dobbin House 
89 Steinwahr Avenue 

Gettysburg, PA 

See Menu, registration and 
directions enclosed in November 

Newsletter 

Third 
Thursday, 

Every Month 
9:30 AM 

Monthly Breakfast Gathering 
Breakfast will resume  

MATC 
 

Greek Village Diner 
129 Baltimore Pike 
Bel Air, MD 21014 

(https://www.facebook.com/pages/G
reek-Village-

Restaurant/203026953055071 

  
Suggestions: Car Museum St. Michaels https://www.classicmotormuseum.org/visit  

Other Events:   Car Cruise and Show Guide: http://carcruiseguide.com/ 

    Hunt Valley Horsepowering:  Every Saturday 8:00AM to 10:00AM, Location: Hunt Valley Town 

Center parking lot between the Iron Rooster and Marshals / Pier One.  http://horsepowering.com/every-

saturday-morning TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE to COVID19 
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For Sale: 

 

1964 Thunderbird: Older restoration and still shows and runs well.   Wimbledon 

White with a black landau roof and black interior.  Has power windows and power 

driver seat.   Recliner passenger seat with head rest.  Owned by same family since 

1965.  Have documented history from restoration in 1998 to present.  

Call Earl or Judy Dickinson @ 717 767 2973. (9/19) 

 

2003 Thunderbird:Red Hardtop, Steve Kelley 443-371-3030, skelley@gottogotravel.net  

(1/18) See attached flyer. 

 

1966 Thunderbird Convertible:  Red with Red Interior and White Top. 

390 CID Engine, Power Steering, Power Brakes, Electric Windows.  

Lots of New Parts.  80,000 Miles,  $28,000.  

Richard Trimble, Hampstead, Telephone:  410 – 374 – 6037 

 

 
President’s Message 

 
We hope everyone is safe and well during the worldwide corona virus 
pandemic. Are you staying home and out of germs way?  We are doing 
our best. We’re fortunate we have a lot of hobbies to keep us busy and 
Steve has suddenly become very busy in the kitchen.  I hate to cook so 
that’s a good thing, I think. I’ll have to ask the scales. 
 
Unfortunately the fundraiser at Greene Turtle for the Miracle League of 
Harford County was canceled on March 19 and our rescheduled 

breakfast was also. Hopefully we can get back on track in a month or two. We just heard that 
MD schools have been delayed opening again until April 24 (and I suspect until the end of the 
semester will come next) so we don’t expect things to be back to normal soon. With that in 
mind, we can’t be to0 sure about events on our calendar, so we’ll try to keep you updated in a 
timely manner via email if things change. 
 
We did get to visit the America on Wheels Museum in Allentown, PA on Feb. 29, 2020 before 
the curtain came down on America. Two of our members, John and Tom Young have their 
Thunderbirds on loan to the museum. It was a great visit and we had a wonderful time at the 
Starlite Diner afterwards. Thanks to Tom Young for setting up a wonderful outing. 
 
Also this year on Thunderbird Appreciation Day, May 17th, we hope to go to Wright’s 
Restaurant in Wrightsville PA again for their outstanding Breakfast Buffet. We’ll reserve 
tables overlooking the Susquehanna River.  Let Lynn Horn know if you will attend (unless still 
quarantined).  Lynn is at lynnhorn704@gmail.com.   
We have sent you all an email telling you of an outing that New Jersey Thunderbird 
Association has invited us to join.  It will be October 23-25 at the Carriage House B&B in 
Ocean Grove NJ.  Lots to do nearby and it sounds like a fun time.  Several couples have 
already expressed interest so please let us know if you want to join us. 
Also remember, even though we have to stay ‘socially distant’ you can always get in your T-
bird and RIDE!  Hardly anybody on the roads and gas prices are down. 
As always, please continue to visit, use and contribute to the MATC website and Facebook 
pages.  
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Steve & Cathy Kelley 
 
 
 

                      

 
 

            
 
 

                        
  



TBird Brake Overhaul 
Phil Hack 

From 35 years of working at BGE, I’ve had Safety instilled in me and try to consider it with everything I 

do, including speaking and writing.  After all, without good health, we have nothing.  I must admit though, I don’t 

always heed my own advice.    This begins with one of those cases.  The brakes on my ’63 Thunderbird. 

I’ve been having issues with the brakes on this car for several years.  They were somewhat spongy and I often 

experienced the odd problem of the pedal not returning after applying the brakes.  The problem was severe 

enough that often the brakes would not release without me sticking my toe under the pedal and pulling it up.  Last 

year replaced the brake hoses and bled and adjusted and bled and adjusted until I finally corrected 80% of the 

sponginess.  The sticking pedal issue was not resolved.  I’ve driven the car very little the last couple years but 

never felt the brakes would actually fail.  The sticking pedal was at worse, an annoyance. This proved wrong back 

in January when I took the car out for a drive on one of those beautiful, sunny winter days.  I was driving in the 

passing lane on I-95 when traffic suddenly and unexpectedly came to a halt.  I had to hit the brakes hard….really 

hard.  All four wheels locked up and I began skidding uncontrollably towards the stopped car in front of me.  I 

immediately eased up on the brake pedal to allow the tires to grab pavement again.   Didn’t work.  The wheels 

stayed locked and I continued to skid.  Fortunately, I was able to pull the pedal up with my toe, releasing the 

brakes and ending the skid.  I had just enough time to hit them hard again, skidding again, but stopping just short 

of the car in front of me.  Hey folks!  It’s disappointing when your car won’t go.  It can be disastrous if it won’t 

stop.  If your brakes aren’t working properly, fix em.  Don’t drive the car thinking it’ll probably be okay. 

I came to the conclusion that the issue had to be within the master cylinder or power brake booster.  If internal 

valves are sticking in either one, it could cause the brakes to not release.  Regardless, I decided to embark on a 

total brake job including replacing all brake cylinders including the master, hydraulic lines and shoes.  All this 

stuff is 57 years old.  No more taking chances. 

This brake job has turned into quite the ordeal.  I’m not going to praise any one vendor over another or 

bash any either for less than stellar service.  I’m only going to state what I’ve come across.  

SOURCING PARTS 

Sourcing parts for these old cars always seems to be an ordeal.  I must admit, I haven’t been particularly 

satisfied with many parts I’ve purchased for this Bird, whether they’ve come from Thunderbird specialty shops or 

local parts stores.  I think this is a common problem throughout the old car hobby.  Many replacement parts just 

aren’t a particularly great fit and often are of “lesser” quality than the originals from Ford Motor Company. 

With that in mind I decided to send my booster and master cylinder to White Post Restorations down in Virginia.  

They do high end, award winning restorations and specialize in restoring brake parts.  They’re not cheap, but they 

came highly recommended.  It’s about a 2 hour drive so Shelly and I took delivered the parts to them ourselves.  It 

was well worth the drive.  Fascinating facility and very friendly people.  They gave us a full tour and then opened 

up my power brake booster right there in front of me.  The root cause of my sticking brakes was immediately 

obvious to them.  The master cylinder was leaking fluid into the booster and damaged the diaphragm.  They both 

were overdue for overhaul.  The manager estimated a 3-week turnaround.  One week later they were done.  We 

decided to have them shipped back.   

I ordered a complete set of stainless brake lines from MACs.  I ordered rear brake shoes and all four 

wheel cylinders from my local NAPA dealer.  They were in stock and relatively inexpensive.  The pre-bent lines 

were very good requiring only minor bending and adjustments to fit.  The shoes looked right so I immediately 

returned my old ones to NAPA for the core charge.  MISTAKE.  The shoes didn’t fit right.  With the automatic 

adjusters fully retracted, the shoes were expanded too much.  The drums wouldn’t fit back on.  I immediately 

went back to NAPA to hopefully retrieve my cores so I could do a better comparison.  Too late.  They were gone.  

I ordered a new complete set for all four wheels from Pat Wilson’s Thunderbird parts.  These fit.  A close 

comparison revealed a difference in the adjuster location.  Picture attached.  NAPA happily accepted my return 

and refunded me. 

With the rear brakes completed, I moved on to the front.  In order to replace the wheel cylinders, the 

backing plates must first be removed from the spindle arm to provide access to the mounting bolts. Loosening 

those four bolts was brutal.  An impact socket on a 2 foot breaker bar was required.  Upon reinstalling the backing 

plate with the new wheel cylinder, I quickly realized these cylinders would not work.  The bleeder valve was 

smaller and mounted slightly differently from the original and interfered with the spindle arm.  (See pictures).  

There was no way to loosen the valve to bleed the brakes.  So, I ordered new cylinders from MACS.  These 

turned out to be the same as NAPA’s.  The best choice would be to rebuild my original cylinders.  Off to White 

Post they went. 

 



                          

3.25 

           



 

  







 
 



 

 



 

Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club 

5626 Williams Road 

Hydes, MD 21082-9533 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB….. 
      Charter Member, International Thunderbird Club 

 

 
 

 

 


